


classes is one of the first conditions of its existence. 


‘ 


POLITICAL POWER 


EVERY POWER presupposes some form of human slavery, for the division of society into higher and lower 
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The separation of men into castes, orders and 


classes occurring in every power structure corresponds to an inner necessity for the separation of the 


possessors of privilege from the people. 
ening in the concepts of men the belief in the inevitability of the separation. 


Legend and tradition provide the means of nourishing and deep- 


A young rising power 


can end the dominion of old privileged classes, but it can only do so by immediately creating a new pri- 


vileged class fitted for the execution of its plans. 


Thus, the founders of the so-called "dictatorship 


of the Proletariat" in Russia had to call into being the aristoctracy of the Conmissars, which is as 
distinguishable from the great masses of the working population as are the privileged classes of the 


population of any other country. 


Political power always strives 
for uniformity. In its stupid 
desire to order and control all 
social events according to a 
definite principle, it is always 


eager to reduce all human activi- 


ty to a single pattern. Thereby 
it comes into irreconcilable op- 
position with the creative forces 
of all higher culture, which is 
ever on the lookout for new 
forms and new organizations and 
consequently as definitely de- 
pendent on variety and univeral- 
ity in human undertakings as is 
-political power on fixed forms 
and patterns. Between the struv- 
gles for political and economic 
power of the privileged minori- 
ties in society and the cultural 
activities of the people there 
always exists an inner conflict. 
They are efforts in opposite 
directions which will never vol- 
untarily unite and can only be 
given a deceptive appearance of 
harmony by external compulsion 
and spiritual oppression. The 
Chinese sage, Lao-tse, had in 
mind this opposition when he 
said: 


Experience teaches that none 


ACCUSED SAYS: 


‘L DID IT FOR 
COUNTRY” 


Washington 


R, M. NIXON (61) a former lawyer, 
“now connected with a murder gang 
‘and tax-fraud organization called 

government, was accused of elec-— 

tion manouvres, eavesdropping, 
obstruction of justice here to- 
day. He claimed in mitigation 

that he had ceased to commit a 

series of murders in Vietnam, 

leaving their commission to oth- 
er gangs; he had successfully 
arranged alliances between other 
criminal gangs including one 


can guide the community; 
The community is collaboration 
of forces; 
as such, thought shows, it 
cannot be led 
by the strength of one man. 
To order it is to set it in 
3 disorder; 
To fix it is to unsettle it. 


For the conduct of the indivi- 
dual changes: 
Here goes forward, there 
draws back; 
Here shows warmth, there re- 
veals cold; 
Here exerts strength, there 
displays weakness; 
Here stirs passion, there 
brings peace. 
And so: 
The perfected one shuns desire 
for power, 
shuns the lure of power, 
shuns the glamour of power. 


Nietzsche also had profound 
conception of this truth, al- 
though his inner disharmony and 
his. constant oscillation between 
outlived authoritarian concepts 
and truly libertarian ideas all 
his life prevented him from 





ARtTHua Movs ew 


"NOW THEY'VE GOT RID OF THAT 
GHASTLY CREATURE NIXON | FEEL 
TERRIBLY TERRIBLY CLEAN." 


_for peoples. 


drawing the natural deductions 
from it. Nevertheless, what he 
has written about the decline of 
culture in Germany is of the 

most impressive significance and 
finds its confirmation in the de- 
cline of culture of every sorts 


"No one can finally spend more 
than he has. That holds good 
for individuals; it holds good 
If one spends one- 
self for power, for high polit- 
ics, for husbandry, for commerce, 
Parliamentarism, military inter - 


_ests - if one gives away that 


amount of reason, earnestness, 
will, self-mastery, which consti- 
tutes one's real self, for the 
one thing, he will not have it 
for the other. Culture and the 
state - let no one be deceived 
about this - are antagenists:- 
The 'Culture State' is merely a 
modern idea. The one lives on 
the other, the one prospers at 
the expense of the other. All 
great periods of culture are 
periods of political decline. 
Whatever is great in a cultural 
sense is non-political, is even 
anti-political. " 

Rudolf Rocker. 





between his gang and a gang 
which he had formerly denounced. 
His defence was excessive patri- 
otism. 


He was punished by being al- 
lowed to take his own dismissal 
from office, retaining his pen- 
sion rights (which are substan- 
tial). It is not known if he 
‘copped a plea' like former ac- 
complice Spiro T. Agnew but 
further proceedings are impro- 
bable. 


It.is thought that he will be 
writing his memoirs from tapes 
in his possession and no doubt 
serialization will appear in 
the British Sunday press, de- 
voted as it is to criminology. 


J. R,. 


MARINI TO HIS JUDGES 


{Our issue of July 27th gave an 
outline of the events which led 
to the sentencing of Giovanni 
Marini to 12 years' imprisonment 
for the 'culpable bomicide' of 
‘one of the members of a fascist 
group who attacked a comrade to 
whose aid Marini went. An Ital- 
jan comrade has sent us Marini's 
statement on his trial.7 


* 

IF I WERE guilty I should have 
behaved otherwise, But since I 
am innocent, now I feel the un- 
bearable weight of the great 
injustice I have suffered. It 
-is a question of two years of 
ineffable sufferings in prison, 
being moved from one gaol to 
another, maltreated, isolated, 
beaten, tied to the bed of con- 
tention, continually provoked 
as anarcho-communist. 


It is a question of two years 
of suffering not only for what 
I have borne but for the sea of 
grief I have seen rising around 
me; living in contact with 
hundreds of prisoners with a 
poor humanity, with my people 
doubly exploited as, without 
any job and compelled to ille- 
gality for survival, they are 
imprisoned, destroyed to the 
point of physical and psychic 
elimination: up to the gaols 
and madhouses. 


They accused me of having en- 
gaged in politics, as in the 
gaol so in the courtroom. The 
truth is that this is the nat- 
ural behaviour of every man if 
honest and free, a behaviour 
still more right and proper for 
a militant, for a comrade —-— 
even in the lawcourt I was the 
object of unquestionable provo-— 
cation by the private accusa- 
tion. In this situation the 
trial was a double torture. 


A trial governed by the rules 
of bourgeois justice is always 
oppressive, especially when you 
are innocent and they want to. 
change you into the traditional 
type of the accused man crying 
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for mercy for something he 
hasn't committed. But the 
weight becomes even heavier 
when they want to destroy the 
accused by violating his pri- 
vacy in his convictions, in his 
human relations. Then the re- 
volt is right, is a duty; while 
silence is a weekness, is an 
incoherence, is a lack of wis= 
dom. That is why I intervened 
as many times as I could, be- 
cause this trial concerns my 
life and I cannot transfer the 
charge of defending it to any- 
body. 


At this point, without feel- 
ing myself or being either a 
martyr or a hero, thousands of 
proletarians have identified 
themselves with my life; so 
now the trial is also their 
trial and they have realised 
it. This is the proper sense 
of the solidarity which has 
come from the factories, from 
the neighbourhoods, from the 
schools; therefore. I have al- 
ready been absolved by the 
popular forces, as they feel I 
am one of themselves, somebody 
not guilty of anything except 
of being an anarchist and an 
antifascist. 


As for the trial facts, I say 
once more what I have always 
said: I was compelled to def- 
end the life of a comrade and 
also my own; I haven't killed 
anybody, the fascists know it 
very well! But they are so 
adept at. lying ‘that, with the 
big lies of.the past, they have 
already once crushed all Ital- 
ian people by a dictatorship, 
and now they would like to try 
it again. To condemn my inno- 
cent self means to give them a 
great help in reconquering a 
credibility, with a new little 
lie. If I am not so important 
as a person, they speculate. for 
their plans on my skin. ~, 


As anarchist I have no faith 
in those institutions which would 
have the duty of doing justice 
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in this society of exploited 
and exploiters. But I respect 
the individual man who has to 
carry out this work since, as 
well as the reactionary magis- 
trate, there may be a magistrate 
who poses himself a problem of 
conscience before an individual 
case. Therefore there-is al- 
ways the man who does the mir- 
acle, and this confirms that 
anarchic ideal struggling for 
men's emancipation from the con- 
ditioning of institutions and 
from the exploitation of man by 
man. 

M.G, 


ape a RT TEES 
NATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST DEMONSTRA- 
TION, LEICESTER, 24 AUGUST 1974 


Dear Comrades, 


On 24th August the nf is hol- 
ding a national demonstration 
in Leicester. The nf regards 
Leicester as a key town, and 
the vote they've received in 
recent elections has been alar- 
mingly high. It is therefore ~ 
of the utmost importance that 
all anti-fascists attend the 
counter-demo which is being 
planned. 


Leicester ORA, as part of the 
Leicester Anti-Fascist Commit- 
tee, urges all anarchists and 
libertarians to come to Leices- 
ter on the 24th and make their 
presence felt. 


The fascists are again march- 
ing through our streets - shall 
we allow them to do so with 
impunity? 

Write to us for further de- 
tails if you're coming: Black 
Flag Bookshop, 1 Wilne St. 
Leicester. Or, alternatively, 
come to the shop on arriving at 
Leicester. Floorspace will be 
available for any comrades 
wishing to stay overnight. 


: Yours fraternally, 
Leicester ORA, for the Leic- 
ester Anti-Fascist Committee 


"Shall we allow them to do-so 
with impunity?" I hope that 
the impression given by these 


ter ORA are not planning to 
attack the National Front. 
Aside from the morality of phy- 
sically attacking people before 
they have physically attacked 
you there is the pragmatic 
point that an attack would cre- 
ate public support for the NF 
and thus their racialist ideas, 
and public enmity towards the 
Anti-Fascist Committee and thus 
their anti-racialist ideas. The 
only violence from the anti- 
‘fascists should be in self- 
defence. Hopefully there won't 
be any violence and Leicester 
will see a lot of people show- 
ing solidarity with its col- 
oured community. MO 


